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Let Your Voice be Heard

The House Finance Subcommittee for the Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS) has released its final recommendations
for the FY 2009 DHSS budget. The Subcommittee expanded diagnostic services for autism spectrum disorders and funded the rate
increase for Medicaid providers; however, the subcommittee did not recommend the council’s request for workforce training on
autism intervention services ($125,000 Trust and $125,000 GF/MH). The Council believes that once diagnosed, children with
Autism Spectrum Disorders need access to intensive early intervention services provided by a trained workforce; these funds would
ensure Alaska has an adequately trained workforce.

On Thursday, February 21st at 1:30, the full House Finance Committee (Representatives Chenault and Meyer, Co-Chairs, Stoltze,
Harris, Hawker, Kelly, Thomas, Crawford, Gara, Joule, Nelson) will take up consideration of the budget, and will take testimony
from the public beginning on Friday, February 23. The Committee will take testimony from specific communities as follows:

Friday, February 22. 4:00 — 5:30: Anchorage

Saturday, February 23.

10:00 — 11:30: Kenai, Valdez, Ketchikan, Kodiak, Seward, Mat-Su, Glemnallen, Tok.
11:45 — 1:00: Bethel, Kotzebue, barrow, Nome, Delta Junction, Offhets

2:00 —3:15: Sitka, Wrangell, Petersburg, Homer, Dillingham, Cordova

3:30 — 5:00: Fairbanks

Monday, February 25. 1:30— 3:00: Juneau.

Please take time to write, call, e-mail or provide testimony in person
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