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Tuesday, January 16th began the 25th Alaska Legislative session in Juneau. During this session,

the GCDSE is keeping you up-to-date by monitoring legislative action and tracking bills that relate

to issues concerning health, education, disabilities, and services in the State of Alaska.

House Bill 208: Drug Product Substitution

This is a companion to SB | 14. This bill re- Sponsor:

lates to amending current Section | of AS House Health, Education & Social Services
08.80.295 and specifies that a pharmacist must ~ Committee

receive permission from the prescribing doc- Status:

tor through an oral or written agreement to
substitute a generic or equivalent drug prod-
uct for a drug to treat epilepsy or for the
treatment of other seizure disorders.

Introduced 03/19 and referred to (H) HES
Link to Bill Text:
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get
complete_bill.asp?session=25&bill=HB208

Participate in Public Testimony for House Bills 95 & 96!
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Held Committee Referrals

The Governor’s Council encourages you, as a
constituent of a member of the Senate Fi-

For more information on how you can par-
ticipate in public testimony, please contact
nance Committee or a concerned citizen on your Legislative Information Offices:
issues regarding health, education, or services
in the State of Alaska to be involved in public

testimony in the following days ahead.

http://w3.legis.state.ak.us/legaff/liolist.htm

Many issues will be discussed at the public Senate Finance Committee Members:
testimony and the Council urges your support
and advocacy on one of its legislative priori-

ties that has been worked on during this legis-

lative session:

Co-Chair(s):

Sen. Lyman Hoffman
Sen. Bert Stedman
Vice Chair:

Sen. Charlie Huggins
Members:

Sen. Kim Elton

Sen. Donald Olson
Sen. Joe Thomas
Sen. Fred Dyson

Autism Spectrum Disorder
$500,000 Increment Recommendation

This increment has been included in the
House Finance amended budget, but not in
the Senate Finance budget. Your participation
and support is needed to get this increment
included in the Senate Finance budget amend-
ments.

If any of these legislators are your elected
district officials, please take the time as their
constituent, to contact them in support of the
autism increment recommendation and thank
them for their support in including early inter-
vention/infant learning program $300,000
increment in the Senate Finance budget.

Thank you for your needed support !

More information on the autism increment
recommendation and public testimony will be
provided to you in the following days ahead. If
you have any other questions, please contact
the Governor’s Council.

and Bill Hearings:

Senate Bill I:
Increase Amount of
Student Base Allocation
Tuesday, April 3rd, State Capitol
held and heard in Senate
Community & Regional Affairs
Senate Bill 4:
Senior Care Program
Tuesday, April 3rd, State Capitol
held and heard in Senate Finance
and moved out of committee
House Bill 198:
Senior Assistance
Payment Program
Tuesday, April 3rd, State Capitol
held and heard in House Finance
and moved out of committee

Upcoming Schedules for Public Testimony in Senate Finance for House Bills 95 & 96:

Tuesday, April 10th:

Wednesday, April | 1th:

2:30-3:30pm

Juneau

3:30-5:00pm
Sitka, Wrangell, Homer, Petersburg, Dillingham, Cordova

5:00-6:30pm

Fairbanks

1:00-2:30pm

2:30-4:00pm

Anchorage

5:00-6:30pm

Bethel, Kotzebue, Barrow, Nome, Delta Junction, Off-Nets

Kenai, Ketchikan, Valdez, Kodiak, Seward, Mat-Su, Glennallen, Tok
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Current Status of Moving Bills in the Legislature:

SB |: Increase Amount of Student
Base Allocation

Relates to the base student allocation used in
the formula for state funding of public educa-
tion.

02/09 & 03/28 (S) SED > 04/03 (S) Commu-
nity & Regional Affairs held & heard

Info:
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_complet

SJR 3: Medicare Rates
in Alaska

Relates to the effect of Medicare rates on
senior citizens’ access to healthcare and urg-
ing the United States Congress to increase
Medicare rates for Alaska.
03/26 (S) HES > 03/28 referred to (S) Rules
Info:
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_complet

HB 125: [ong-Range Fiscal Plan
Relating to budget planning and a fiscal plan
for the State of Alaska.

03/29 Passed House> 03/30 referred to (S)
Finance

Info:
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?s
ession=25&bill=hb+125

e_bill.asp?session=25&bill=SB |

SB 4: Senior Care Program
Reauthorizes the Senior Care Program and

raises the benefit from $120 to $150/month &

eliminates the prescription program.

02/19 & 02/21 (S) HES > 04/02 (S) Finance
held & heard

Info:
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?s
ession=25&bill=sb+4

SB 93: Professional Counselors
Relates to licensed professional counselors
and to the unlicensed use of the title
‘professional counselor.’

03/21 passed Senate > 03/22 referred to (H)
Labor & Commerce

Info:

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get _complet
e_bill.asp?session=25&bill=SB93

SB 100: Substance Abuse/Mental

Health Programs
Creates a pilot project to create a secure,

involuntary substance abuse treatment facility.

03/19 (S) HES > 03/27 (S) STA > 3/30 referred

to (S) Finance
Info:
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get _complet

e_bill.asp?session=25&bill=S]R3

SCR 4: Public Health/Health Compact
Relates to public health and a health compact.
03/28 passed Senate > 03/29 referred to (H)
HES
Info:
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_complet

HB 136: Dental Hygienists
An Act relating to dental hygienists.
03/06 (H) HES > 03/19 (H) L&C > 03/27 (H)
Finance > 03/28 referred to (H) Rules
Info:

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get _complet
e_bill.asp?session=25&bill=HB 136

e_bill.asp?session=25&bill=SCR4

HB 29: Safe Haven for Infants

Relates to infants who are safely surrendered

by a parent shortly after birth.

02/20 (H) HES > 03/12 (H) Judiciary > 03/29
(H) Finance

Info:

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get _complet
e_bill.asp?session=25&bill=HB29

HB 95: Approp: Operating
Budget/Loans/Funds
An Act making appropriations for the operat-

ing and loan program expenses of state gov-
ernment, for certain programs and to capital-
ize funds.

03/27 passed House > 04/04 (S) Finance held
& heard

Info:
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_complet
e_bill.asp?session=25&bill=HB95

e_bill.asp?session=25&bill=SB 100

SJR |I: Medical Assistance for Children
Encourages the Governor and Congressional
delegation to work to reauthorize federal
funding for SCHIP.

3/14 passed Senate > 03/3 1 (H) HES hearing
scheduled, but not heard

Info:
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_complet

HB 96: Approp: Mental Health Budget

An Act making appropriations for the operat-
ing and capital expenses of the state's inte-

grated comprehensive mental health program.

03/26 passed House > 04/04 (S) Finance held
& heard

Info:
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?s
ession=25&bill=hb+96

e_bill.asp?session=25&bill=S]R |

If you have any Questions or Comments, please contact:

Karolina Bednarska

GCDSE Legislative Intern

E-mail: Karolina_Bednarska@health.state.ak.us
Telephone: (907) 269-8462

HB 178: Employment of People
with Disabilities
Relating to the Governor's Committee on
Employment of People with Disabilities.
03/20 (H) HES > 03/26 referred to (H) Finance
Info:

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get _complet
e_bill.asp?session=25&bill=HB 178

HB 198: Senior Assistance

Payment Program
Establishes the Alaska senior assistance pay-

ment program; repealing the senior care and
longevity bonus payment programs.

03/22 (H) HES > 04/02 (H) Finance held &
heard

Info:
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_complet
e_bill.asp?session=25&bill=HB |98

HB 208: Drug Product Substitution
Relates to the substitution by a pharmacist of
an equivalent drug product; Companion to SB
114.

03/19 introduced and referred to (H) HES

Info:
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?s
ession=25&bill=hb+208
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